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R & D Fund Assistance of NABARD 

As you are aware, though, the Indian Economy has recorded an impressive growth of 7.4% in GDP 

during 2009 -10, the growth in agriculture sector is very poor pegging at 0.2%. The current situation in 

Indian agricultural scenario calls for concerted efforts among all stake holders including the technocrats 

to address the various pertinent issues like improving productivity, reducing production cost for 

increasing the real income of farmers, strengthening the extension services and exploring newer 

marketing channels etc. 

2. In this direction, NABARD over the years has been striving hard to link all the concerned agencies , 

universities, research organizations, financing institutions to focus on the key issues like technology 

innovation/ up gradation & transfer and adoption . The Research and Development (R & D) Fund in 

the Bank is set up with a view to acquiring new insights into the problems of agriculture and rural 

development through in-depth studies and applied research and trying out innovative approaches. 

Grant assistance is provided from the R & D Fund for disseminating and collation of information 

relating to the functional areas of NABARD and for training of the personnel of the client institutions. 

3. Despite targetted interventions by the concerned agencies in the past, Indian agriculture today is still 

facing many challenges that need to be addressed through research studies and strengthening of the 

delivery systems, including extension services. Though we receive a number of proposals soliciting 

NABARD's assistance under R&D Funds for undertaking research activities most of them are not 

qualifying for sanction as they do not fall within the stipulated guidelines' of the Fund and also 

may not be directly linked to the problems /issues at the grass root level which needs to be 
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